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ing of the embarrassment Napoleon must be in, in
spite of his victories, and was dwelling with great
satisfaction on his dangerous situation. Emperor
Francis answered with a proverbial phrase of an
Austrian dialect, ' I am not troubled about him; he
will be playing one of his old tricks.' Do you care
to know the opinion of Russian and Prussian society?
The same persons who a fortnight ago were offering
to bet a hundred to fifteen on a war against us, yes-
terday refused even the odds reversed. An intimate
friend of Prince Schwarzenberg tells me that he left
with the greatest possible satisfaction, and accounted
for this change on the ground of the pleasure- he
must feel at holding the brilliant position of com-
mander of the Austrian forces with the certainty
that he would not have to use them."

Just when Napoleon was talking about an armis-
tice and peace-making, he had resumed hostilities.
May 20 and 21 he fought the bloody battle of Baut-
zen, in which he routed the Russians and the Prus-
sians. The enemy, who had lost eighteen thousand
men, but had inflicted a loss of twelve thousand on
the French, retreated in good order, burning their
material, laying the road waste, and making a stand
at every stream and gorge. "What!" exclaimed
the Emperor, "after such butchery, no result! no
prisoners! Those fellows won't leave me a pin!"

The Count of Montesquiou was charged to carry
the Empress the news of the victory of Bautzen.
She wrote to her father: "I think that I see that